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Koç University is proud of the remarkable achievements of

its alumni, who have not only excelled in their respective

fields but have also made a lasting impact on their

communities. Their achievements, in the realms of

academia, business, arts and sciences, serve as a source

of inspiration for our students and our community at large.

In the spirit of celebrating Koç University’s 30th

anniversary and the centennial of the Republic of Türkiye,

we introduced the Alumni Awards, designed to honor the

outstanding achievements of our graduates.

The Alumni Awards will be presented at five-year intervals

and serve as a testament to the tangible outcomes of the

educational experience at Koç University, reflecting the

institution's commitment to cultivating curious,

inspirational, and responsible individuals.

OVERVIEW



OBJECTIVES

➢ Recognize Excellence

Celebrate the outstanding achievements and

contributions of alumni in various fields.

➢ Strengthen Alumni Engagement

Foster a sense of pride among alumni by

showcasing their successes and

contributions, motivating them to stay

connected with the university.

➢ Foster Alumni Relations

Strengthen relationships between alumni and

the university, fostering a sense of

community and loyalty among graduates.

➢ Inspire Current Students

Offer inspiring examples of alumni

achievements to motivate and guide current

students in their academic and career pursuits.

➢ Generate Positive Publicity

Attract media attention and generate positive

public relations for the university, highlighting

its impact on alumni success and society.

➢ Create a Tradition

Establish a tradition of celebrating alumni

excellence, making the awards program a

recurring event every 5 years that connects

generations of graduates



CATEGORIES



NOMINATION AND 
EVALUATION

Alumni, faculty, staff, and students were invited to

nominate Koç University graduates who were

deserving of recognition for each award category.

Nominators were able to submit more than one

nomination. Our graduates were also welcome to

self-nominate if they met the criteria.

Nominations were evaluated by a Jury, comprised of

the President, Vice Presidents, Deans,

Communications Director, Development Director,

Alumni Relations Manager, Student Council

President and Alumni Association President.

ALUMNI AWARDS NOMINATION FORM



COMMUNICATIONS:
BRANDING & DESIGN

The "Alumni Awards" program's branding was

created by a collaborative team of students

and alumni from the Department of Media and

Visual Arts.

Delivering their products on a project-basis,

they conceptualized the program’s visual

identity with references to symbols associated

with Koç University.

The "Alumni Awards" logo served as the

centerpiece across all communication

platforms, laser-printed on the crystal awards

and integrated into banners, mailings, the

website and various other communication

materials.



COMMUNICATIONS:
MAILINGS



COMMUNICATIONS:
CAMPUS VISIBILITY

Every member of the Koç University community,

from alumni and students to faculty and staff, was

encouraged to nominate outstanding Koç

University graduates for the Alumni Awards.

The nomination process was widely publicized

through electronic announcements as well as

posters and banners placed around the campus.



MEDIA REFLECTIONS
- 223,091 reach in printed media,

- 109,258 access to online news portals

- 307,374 interactions on X,

- In total, approximately 650K interactions and visibility were achieved.

* Instagram and YouTube are not included.



SOCIAL MEDIA 
REFLECTIONS



BUDGET

BUDGET ITEM

Digital Design and Branding

Award Production

Catering

Travel

Decoration

Communication Materials

TOTAL

AMOUNT

(Turkish Lira)

15,000 

96,000 

108,000 

30,000 

3,000 

18,000 

270,000 

AMOUNT*

(USD)

500 

3,200 

3,600 

1,000 

100 

600 

9,000

* 1 USD = ~30 TL

By leveraging the talent and dedication of our in-

house team, we achieved an impressive outcome
while maintaining a notably low budget. Majority of

our resources were utilized towards program

fundamentals such as award production, catering,

decoration and branding,

Held on campus, the award ceremony was presented

by our Communications Director. Our facilities

management team provided logistical support, while

our IT team developed the program website and

facilitated electronic communications. Lastly, our

Alumni Relations Office spearheaded the program,

overseeing the nomination and evaluation of

candidates. Seamless collaboration across all teams

ensured a successful and well-coordinated execution.



WINNERS

Business Leadership AwardAchievement in the Acedemia

Prof. Gülen Sarial Abi

BA, 2003 – PHD, 2013

Professor at 

Copenhagen Business 

School

Prof. Yaprak Gursoy

BA, 2000

Professor / Chair of 

Contemporary Turkish 

Studies at LSE

Prof. Fadime Uney

Yuksektepe

MS, 2005 – PHD, 2009

President of İstanbul

Kültür University

Prof. Isil Erel

BA, 2000

Professor / David A. 

Rismiller Chair of 

Finance at Ohio State

University

Achievement in Science and Technology 

Award

Dr. Seyhan Uçar

MS, 2013– PHD, 2017

Principal Researcher at 

Toyota InfoTech Labs

Prof. Sarper Özharar

BS, 2002

Researcher at NEC Labs

America

Prof. Cengiz Öztireli

BS, 2006

Professor at University

of Cambridge

Ömer Inönü

BA, 2008

CEO at Peak Games

Barış Karakullukçu

EMBA, 2001

Next Gen 

Entrepreneurship 

President at İş Bank 

Group

Özgür Burak Akkol

EMBA, 2011

President of Tourism, 

Food and Retailing 

Group at Koç Holding

Sedef Ayhan

BS, 2001

Managing Director, 

East Mediterranean Area 

· A.P. Moller - Maersk



WINNERS

Alumni Entrepreneur Award

Mehmet Akif Özdemir

BS, 2017

Founding Partner at 

Easycep

İsmail Dinçer

BA, 2017

Founding Partner at 

Easycep

Selçuk Atlı

BS, 2006

Founding Partner at 

Bunch

Soner Aydemir

BS, 2012

Founding Partner at 

Dream Games

İkbal Namlı

BS, 2014

Founding Partner at 

Dream Games

Ahmet Engin Ural

BS, 2006 – MS, 2008

Founding Partner and 

CTO at Arena

Social Impact Award

International Achievement Award

Arzu Atasoy

MBA, 2021

General Manager at 

Teachers Academy 

Foundation (ÖRAV)

Aslı Karataş

LAW, 2012

Founding Lawyer at 

SEBUKA

Aysu Bankoğlu

LAW, 2012 – LLM, 2018

Member of the

Turkish Parliament

Hümeyra Pamuk

BA, 2002

Foreign Policy

Reporter at Reuters

Şükrü Dinçer

MBA, 1998

Global Vice President 

at Unilever



WINNERS

Achievement in the Arts and Media Award

Achievement in Healthcare Award

Exemplary Alumni Group Award Most Giving Class Award

Ece Üner

BA, 2003

Writer, TV Presenter

and News Anchor

Kerem Karadayı 

BA, 2000

Musician - Mor ve Ötesi 

Managing Partner of 

Rakun Music

Refika Birgül

BA, 2002

Founder of Refika’s

Kitchen

Dr. Özge Nur Aktaş

MD, 2016

Researcher at 

National Institutes of 

Health

Assoc. Prof. Gul Dikeç

BSN, 2008

Head of Nursing at 

Fenerbahçe University

Hanife Ebru Dönmez

BSN, 2007

Clinical Education

Supervisor at 

American Hospital

Alumni Theater Group Local Alumni Group 

in İzmir
Class of 2007

Ufuk Akçiğit

BA, 2003

Arnold C. Harberger

Professor of Economics

at University of Chicago

Distinguished Alumni Award



AWARD CEREMONY



AWARD CEREMONY



Alumni Relations Office

Rumelifeneri Yolu, 34450

Sariyer, İstanbul - Türkiye

+90 212 338 1257

gingin@ku.edu.tr

mailto:alumni@ku.edu.tr

