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Goals of Second 
Collisions

“Research Matters”

Demonstrate the impact 
of CERN Alumni on 
society 

Continue to strengthen 
the links between CERN 
alumni and the 
Organization

Develop a network of 
ambassadors in support 
of the Organization’s 
mission

Support early career 
members

Enable alumni to 
reconnect 



Planning

Select planning team
First meeting Oct 
2020 (40+ meetings)

Define theme, select 
speakers, moderators, 
awardees 

Establish 
communications plan

Platform specification
Maximise internal 
buy-in

Plans are nothing. Planning is everything – Albert Einstein



The Event

Immersive CERN virtual reality platform

• Talks

• Visits CERN experimental areas

• Awards Ceremony

• Networking tables

• CERN and Alumni booths

• Virtual Escape game

• Photo booth

• Easter eggs

https://cern2021.vii.events/


Alumni Awards
• 2 types: Directorate & Alumni Champion

• Trophies conceived, designed and manufactured 
at CERN

• Awards presented by former supervisors

• https://youtu.be/D2-LfC0Y3v4

https://youtu.be/D2-LfC0Y3v4


Event Metrics



Event Metrics

“Overall it was a brilliant event. Thanks so much!”

What did you learn? 

“Searching for a job, the event gave me 

an opportunity to connect with hiring 

companies. Also the other content was 

interesting.”

“Great stories of entrepreneurship 

and it was amazing to see the 

impact that CERN Alumni are 

making in society.”

“It is important to update our profiles in 

order to see which industries we all are 

in. I was surprise to see how many 

other people had similar experiences 

as I did.”



Budget

CHF

Virtual Event Management
Software

53,542.70

CERN Alumni event production 33,263.00

Thank-you gifts 2,403.36

Printing costs 161.00

Total 89,370.06

To achieve great things, two things are needed: a plan and not quite enough time – Leonard Bernstein



Outcomes

• Potential group managers (Belgium, UAE, MedTech)

• ‘High profile’ members joining and supporting the Network

• Awareness raising within the Organization

• Companies wishing to share job opportunities 

• Volunteers to share stories/speak at future events

“Prepare yourself so that you can be a rainbow in 
somebody else's cloud.“ - Maya Angelou
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